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COMMUNITY KIWI PROTECTION  PROGRAMME

        Field OfficerÕs Report
The improved weather is enabling us to do more field work, and there has 

been great interest in trapping plans under our Community Kiwi Protection (CKP) 

programme.
ItÕs excellent to have such interest in these worthwhile projects. They protect kiwi and 

other wildlife too.  There are further projects coming up in the near future.   
One of our CKP members has extended his skills to making the DOC200 stoat boxes 

for the Taranaki Kiwi Trust Ð great work!  These trap boxes are of excellent quality, and itÕs 
great to be supporting a local business.  

I visited Urenui School recently and assisted the children with a project identifying the 

predators that lurk in the nearby Noel Nairn Reserve.  It sounds like the children gathered 
some excellent results - more great work! They no doubt had great fun at the same time.   
My visit was the lead-in to a bigger project carried out by DOC and NPDC with the 
support of Urenui School, to undertake predator control in the reserve.

We have had a few kiwi releases of late, and there are more coming up in Egmont 

National Park and Aotuhia, the source area of the eggs used for BNZ Save the Kiwi TrustÕs 
Operation Nest Egg. ItÕs great to get these birds grown up to a safe weight and back out 
into the wild.   

In August we released Ngutu, the last member of a kiwi family to be returned back to 
the Jury family farm.  Ngutu and Mimi were rescued as eggs along with their father Stuart 

after a dog attack - all amazingly survived.  Ngutu had a quick stop at St JosephÕs school, 
Te Kuiti,  on her way back to the farm.  Children at the school had been carrying out kiwi 
studies and had followed the progress of this family. They gave Ngutu a great send-off into 
the wild again.  Keep an eye on the TKT website as we will be uploading an education unit 
based on this story soon. ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Kris Grabow
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Two more community kiwi protection trapping plans under development  

A new community kiwi protection trapping plan will soon be put into 
action on a site on Puniwhakau Road. The plan will extend over two 
properties that back on to the Matemateonga Conservation Area. 

Recently we went listening for kiwi on the two farms involved. The 
weather was ideal (we sneaked in before the rain came the following 
day).  We listened from three different sites over two hours in the 
early evening. We heard one kiwi calling which was a good result 
considering the time of night we were there. Some nights kiwi may 
not start calling until the early hours of the morning, so we were 
pleased to hear them!

Another plan will be put in place on a property inland from 
Waverley.   This property is adjacent to an existing trapping network 
and the work we do will extend the range of protection for kiwi in this 
area.

Stoat numbers will be on the increase through summer, which is a natural response to the increase in food  available (e.g.rats and 
birds). We recognize that this is a busy time for farmers and are extremely grateful for the time  they spend checking and 
maintaining the traps on their properties.  
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One of the lakes on Kevin MurphyÕs property, Waverley. This 

lake is one of the Moumahaki lakes.  Photo: Kris Grabow.



YES! IÕD LOVE TO HELP ! BY... VOLUNTEERING SOME TIME  DONATING SOME MONEY

_______________________________________ ________________________________________Name/s:   Email:  

__________________________________ ____________________________Postal Address:  Phone Number: (      ) 

________________________________________Town:    Please call me about volunteer work 

Yes! I/we would like to help pay for checking traps in Egmont National Park (one year $55, two years $110, or other) $_______

Yes! I/we would like to donate a trap-box for predator control to protect kiwi in Taranaki (trap-box/es at $65 each)     $_______

Yes!  I/we would like to donate money to be used where it's most needed to save kiwi in Taranaki  $_______

Total amount enclosed: $___________  Donations over $5 are tax-deductible (we will send you a receipt).

All donors become members of ÔFriends of Taranaki KiwiÕ and will receive our regular newsletters

Please send to: Taranaki Kiwi Trust, P.O Box 867, New Plymouth 4340

Runaway chick!

! Kotukutuku was on the run!  I wondered if she had enjoyed her stay at Bushy Park so much that she didnÕt want to leave!  

As part of our BNZ Save the Kiwi TrustÕs Operation Nest Egg project, chicks are ÔcrechedÕ in the large, predator free reserve at 

Bushy Park until they reach the weight of 1kg. At this weight they are able to be safely released back into the wild.  Kotukutuku had 

been there long enough to reach her ideal weight. However, the transmitter on her leg was no longer giving out a signal so the 

rangers at Bushy Park couldnÕt find her!  It was time to get a kiwi catcher to come in and track her down!  

! When we arrived we were greeted by Bryan, the ranger at Bushy Park. He showed us a map that indicated KotukuÕs last 

known location. Although the youngsters havenÕt yet set up territories, Kotukutuku probably had her favorite area and this would 

be the most sensible place to start looking for her.

! We waited until an hour after dark before setting out, as kiwi forage at night.  Lance Dew, the ÒKiwi CatcherÓ, put a reflective 

collar and muzzle on his dog Jet, and Jet went to work.  We walked 

along the tracks closest to the last place Kotukutuku had been 

spotted.  It was quiet, with just the occasional sound from weta 

and morepork in the distance.  Jet trotted along ahead of us with 

his nose to the ground.

! We stopped at a spot with little undergrowth and Lance 

played a kiwi call to attract the kiwi to us. We waited a few 

minutes and, after hearing no response, played the call again.  

Suddenly Jet stood up, looking directly behind us.  His body 

language said it all.  A few seconds later we heard rustling Ð there 

was a kiwi heading our way!   Lance gave a quiet command and 

Jet was off.  It was JetÕs job to move behind the kiwi and herd it 

towards us.  This time though he didnÕt have much of a chance to 

herd the kiwi, as it was so close Lance was able to scoop it up 

immediately!  This is no easy feat as young kiwi are speedy Ð to 

even spot a kiwi on the run at night is difficult. 

" It was Kotukutuku. She was bigger than the average chick in 

Bushy Park alright.  She was now 18 months old, weighing in at 

1780gms, with bright eyes and in great condition.  We quickly put 

a new transmitter on her and released her again.   

! Kotukutuku has since been re-captured and released  into her 

final home range in Egmont National Park. SheÕs got plenty of 

new ground to explore there! ! ! Kris Grabow

Jet the Kiwi Catcher dog, muzzled up and ready to go! Jet Jet the Kiwi Catcher dog, muzzled up and ready to go! Jet 
is specially trained to track and herd kiwi, making the job of is specially trained to track an
catching them much easier! 

and herd kiwi, makin g an
r!  r! Photo: Kris Grabow.



      ! BNZ Save the Kiwi Operation Nest 
! Egg Project 

An egg lift was carried out on three nests on the 
evening of December 7th Ð beating the heavy rain that 
set in the following day!  These eggs were the second 
clutch of eggs incubated this season by Billdozer, Uncle 
Sandy and Hartley.  These three kiwi, along with five 
other males, are part of two BNZ Operation Nest Egg 
(ONE) projects: The Taranaki project will boost kiwi 
numbers in Egmont National Park, and the 
Maungatautari project is building a founder population 
in the Waikato. 

The crew involved in this egg lift waited quietly in 
the vicinity of the burrows that had been identified 
during an earlier trip. They waited until the adult male 
kiwi took a break from incubating to go out into the 
night and forage.  Five healthy eggs were lifted, some 
at 10pm, 11pm and 2.00 am # it was a long night for 
the field workers.  The eggs were carefully packed into 
chilly bins to keep them at a constant temperature until 
they reached their next destination, Kiwi Encounter at 
Rainbow Springs Rotorua, later that morning.  There 
they will continue to be incubated until they hatch.  

It may seem unfair to collect eggs from an active 
nest, but, should the eggs stay in the wild until they 
hatch, only 5% of chicks would survive.  95% are taken 
by predators. The ONE projects ensure a small 
proportion of eggs and chicks survive Ð to be returned 
to the wild when they are older.   

Operation Nest Egg is very much a team event.  
Great work Sid, Bob Schumaker, Kara Prankerd and 

John Coe for collecting the eggs, and carrying the chilly 
bins for up to an hour and a half back to the road. 
Thanks also to Emily King and Dean Caskey of DOC for 
transporting the eggs (over roads riddled with bumpy 
roadworks), along with Jenny, and Ngati Maru 
representatives Jill Brand, grandson Jacob, daughter 
Aileen and her son Liam who escorted the precious 
cargo to Kiwi Encounter also! Claire Travers and her 
staff do a wonderful job of looking after the kiwi 
through incubation and hatching at Kiwi Encounter, 
while Kelly Brider and Bryan Christie monitor the 
growing juvenile chicks at Bushy Park, Wanganui 
before the chicks return to Egmont National Park and 
Aotuhia.  

There are currently five chicks creching at Bushy 
Park, two from last season, one of which is due for 
release back to Taranaki early next year, and three 
from this current season.  Bryan reports the two most 
recent arrivals are growing rapidly, with no health 
problems.  We have had a series of chick releases at 
both Aotuhia and Egmont National Park over the past 
few months.  These events have  been well supported 
by many in the community.  ItÕs a wonderful opportunity 
to see a kiwi up close and become involved with the 
Taranaki Kiwi Trust, so please make contact with us to 
take part in upcoming events.

Two chicks have now been released onto 
Maungatautari, a predator-free sanctuary, as part of 
the second ONE project.  Taranaki Kiwi Trust is proud 
to support this initiative.  Jill Brand from Ngati Maru 
and Jenny helped liberate the first Taranaki chick onto 
Maungatautari.

Trapping in Egmont National Park is showing a similar trend in catch numbers to last year. The data above are up until 

September 2008. The number of stoats trapped in late winter looks to be slightly lower than average, following a 
slightly below-average peak in stoat numbers last summer. The results for the following quarter will be interesting! 
Recent catches included an adult male ferret on Henry Peak.



P. O Box 867

NEW PLYMOUTH 4340

TARANAKI ELECTRICITY TRUST  

GRANT

The Taranaki Electricity Trust (TET) has kindly 

made us a further grant to enable our kiwi 

education and advocacy work to continue for 

another year.  Educating the children of Taranaki 

about kiwi is one of the core aims of the TKT. Not 

only do the kids love kiwi studies, but they pass 

their enthusiasm right through the community.  

 The funding we receive from TET is vital to the 

Trust. It enables us to employ our field officer 

Kris. We are extremely grateful of the continuing 

support of all of our sponsors and supporters - 

the Friends of Taranaki Kiwi. 

Merry Christmas!

.....and thank you for your support during 2008! 

We look forward to another exciting year next year!

Best wishes from the Taranaki Kiwi Trust

Uncle Sandy blessing Tohu and Rangitawhi prior to their release. From left: Sue 

Hardwick-Smith (TKT), Kris Grabow (TKT) and Uncle Sandy Parata (Ngati Ruanui) at 

our latest kiwi release in Egmont National Park, in November. Photo: Cees Bevers, TKT.

TWO MORE CHICKS RELEASED IN EGMONT 

NATIONAL PARK
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